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empire, when we might trade just as freely with
these regions after they had become independent
republics.   It was a narrow view, which neglected
human feelings, but for a time it was much in
favour. It gained colour from reports of free speech
in the free colonies, where political leaders were wont
to criticize Great Britain in vigorous terms.   Such
talk looked like hostility, although it \vas mainly
impatience, and those wrho took it at its face value
were apt to forget that colonial politicians attacked
one another in the same hearty fashion.   Some
British ministers were deceived into pessimism, but
they held to their doctrine of liberty and allowed no
thought of coercion.  There should be no new War
of Independence, and if the colonies meant to leave
the Empire, they should go with goodwill.  These
fears proved to be but a passing phase, which ended
about 1870.   Overseas there was no real wish for
separation.  If there had been, it would have taken
place.
Humanitarian and Missionary Movements
The humanitarian movement, which began with
the attack upon the slave trade, has had increasing
influence in the Empire from that time forward. A
notable transaction to which it gave rise was the
impeachment of Warren Hastings for alleged mis-
government in India. The accusation was untrue,
for Hastings was in reality a just and enlightened
Governor-General who had the misfortune to make
personal enemies among his English subordinates.
These men were able to take advantage of ignorance
of Indian affairs among members of Parliament, and